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Syllabus for the 2012 Spring Semester  
 

Senior Seminar PSCI 4984 – Politics of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Region 

CRN: 18432 

This Syllabus Will Be Adjusted to Meet the Students' Learning Needs 

Instructor: 
Mrs. Heba F. El-Shazli 

Ph.D. – ASPECT Program 

Office: Major Williams, room 510 (5th Floor – Political Science Department) 

Telephone: (540) 231-5681 (please call only during office hours listed below) 

E-mail: heba@vt.edu 

Office Hours: 
Mondays 10:30 am – 12:00 pm (Noon) 

I will also be in class 15 minutes early and I will stay after class for 15 to 20 minutes to respond 

to any questions and comments.  Other times – please send me an e-mail and we can arrange a 

convenient time 

Course Meeting Time and Place: 
Day & Time: M/W/F 9:05 am – 9:55 am 

Class Location: McBryde room 316 

Introduction: 
Welcome to the fascinating and complex world of the Middle East and North Africa.  We will 

explore together a few key events and dates in history in order to comprehend the current 

political situation in the region.  Then we will together discuss, and analyze today’s issues for the 

future policy makers (that someday you will be) or for the future implementers of foreign policy, 

mandates, and decisions that you will carry out.  My hope that this course will introduce you to 

several current topics and will give us the opportunity to discuss, analyze and dissect the issues 

at hand in a constructive critical manner particularly during a most interesting and challenging 

events taking place in the region now. 

In this course, my goal is to ask questions, for you to ask questions, encourage “informed” 

discussion and to add to your knowledge about this most complex and interesting region of the 

world that today occupies the front pages of the major newspapers, and the lead story of the 

evening news. Completing this course and going on to your chosen professions – I hope you will 

feel enriched with the points of view based on scholarship and maybe, you would have formed 
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“new” opinions and thoughts. You are now on your way to becoming a “Middle East 

Scholar!”…. Let us begin this journey of learning and discovery together! 

To quote, a noted Middle East scholar, Fred Halliday, “the vocation of an internationalist 

intellectual, actually is to try and promote informed discussion which may feed into public 

debate and education.” (MERIP, Summer 2010, Obituary, page, 47). 

“Man was born to work towards a peaceful world, but not necessarily to live in one!” said 

Anthony W. Gray, Fairfax County Public School Teacher and my husband. 

Course Description: 
Politics of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 

There are massive changes that are currently taking place in the political governance of many 

countries in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). So an examination of the political 

systems; the main economic, social and political issues; and international relations of the 

countries in the MENA region is not only a timely but an essential endeavor in order to get a 

better understanding of these dramatic changes. This course will review the essentials (social, 

economic and political developments) in all the Arab countries in the region per sub-region: 

Maghreb, Mashreq and the Gulf. In the course, we will review the interaction between countries 

in the MENA region using the MENA region’s economic and social development as a backdrop. 

The course will also focus on the role of the US, Soviet Union and China in this volatile region 

in addition to examining the following questions amongst many others: 1) what is the status of 

democracy and political reform in the MENA region today especially after the “revolutions” i.e. 

uprisings in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia. 2) What is the future for the respect for human rights, 

freedom of association, and free and fair elections? 

Class Goal: To gain a better understanding of the modern Arab Middle East and North Africa 

during this most tumultuous time. This will be accomplished through a comprehensive and 

accessible study of the politics within the MENA countries; and the international relations 

between the MENA countries and the external influences on this volatile and important region. 

Class Objectives: 

 Knowledge of the major dates, treaties, events that shape the current MENA countries 

 Strengthen the knowledge of why and how MENA countries behave and the current state 

of affairs in key countries 

 Support/add to the knowledge of the students who are learning the Arabic language 

 Enable students to understand the internal politics in the MENA region; develop an 

understanding of the Arab/Middle Eastern culture, traditions, and norms that affect the 

political behavior 

Main Required Textbooks: 

1) International Relations of the Middle East (Paperback), Louise Fawcett (Editor), Oxford 

University Press, USA; 2 edition, May 3, 2009 

• Paperback: 400 pages 



Spring Semester 2012: SS-PSCI 4984/CRN: 18432 Politics of the MENA Region 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 0905-0955 Classroom: MCB 316 

3 
 

• Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA; 2 edition (May 3, 2009) 

2) Understanding Arabs, A Guide for Modern Times, by Margaret K. Nydell, 

• Paperback: 288 pages 

• Publisher: Intercultural Press; 4th edition (October 31, 2005) 

3) The Media Relations Department of Hizbollah Wishes You a Happy Birthday: Unexpected 

Encounters in the Changing Middle East, by Neil MacFarquhar 

• Hardcover: 359 pages 

• Publisher: Public Affairs (April 27, 2009) 

• ISBN-10: 1586486357 ISBN-13: 978-1586486358 

4) Beyond the Façade: Political Reform in the Arab World (Paperback), Marina Ottaway 

(Editor), Julia Choucair-Vizoso (Editor), Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, January 

1, 2008 – 

• Paperback: 295 pages and Publisher: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (January 1, 

2008) 

Recommended textbook (but not required): These books are also on reserve at Newman 

Library 

The Middle East, 12th Edition [Paperback] 

Ellen Lust (Editor) 

ISBN-10: 1604265485 | ISBN-13: 978-1604265484 | Publication Date: August 3, 2010 | Edition: 

12th 

Now in its twelfth edition, The Middle East is considered a classic among students, professors, 

and researchers seeking to understand this ever-changing region. This new edition for 2010 has 

been thoroughly updated and reorganized to provide vital coverage and analysis of the key issues 

and headline-making events in this dynamic area of the world. 

Renowned for its balanced, informative, and accessible treatment of the complex and 

controversial affairs that make the Middle East so important and so volatile, The Middle East 

takes an in-depth approach to trends and events in the region as well as the history of its nations. 

The Middle East has become a staple text in college courses on the modern Middle East and is an 

essential resource for academic and public library collections. Major revisions in this eleventh 

edition make it an even more important component of library collections that serve patrons 

interested in this crucial region. 

Arab Voices: What They Are Saying to Us, and Why It Matters by James Zogby 

ISBN-13: 978-0230120686 

Despite increased contact between the West and the Arab world, even top American political 

leaders have only limited awareness of the realities and complexities of their Arab counterparts. 

Arab Voices asks the questions, collects the answers, and shares the results that will help us see 

Arabs clearly, bringing into stark relief the myths, assumptions, and biases that hold us back 

from understanding this important variety of cultures. With a new afterword chronicling the 

importance of the recent uprisings across the Arab world, Zogby shows why it’s more important 

than ever to base policy and perception on reality, rather than stereotypes and theories. 
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Course Administrative Details 

Course Grading and Assessment Details: 
1. There is a reading assignment to complete in order to be prepared for EACH course session. I 

will ask a few questions (quiz) at the beginning of every other class (please check syllabus) to 

test your memory of the reading! You can use your reading notes. These chapter quizzes will add 

up to a total of 20% of your grade. [I will drop two of the worst grades] 

2. There will be a final exam that will count for 30% of your final grade. 

3. There will be a test after each part/section in the Fawcett book; each test will cover part one, 

two (two tests) and three (two tests) in Fawcett plus additional assigned readings = 30% of your 

grade. There will be a total of 4 tests over the course of the semester. 

4. Class participation is very important! Please ask questions, raise issues, and present arguments 

to support your point of view – participation is the key to learning. Class participation will count 

towards 20% of your final grade. Your participation grade will include 2-page summary essays 

of key points in the reading assignment of Neil MacFarquhar’s book: The Media Relations 

Department of Hizbollah Wishes You a Happy Birthday. You are required to write a two-page, 

1.5 spaced, in which you critically and intelligently engage and discuss the main key points in 

the chapters read in the book. 

Grading Scale: 
A 95-100 C 73-77 

A- 90-94 C- 70-72 

B+ 88-89 D+ 67-69 

B 84-87 D 63-66 

B- 80-83 D- 60-62 

C+ 78-79 F 0-59 

A few key policies to help make our lives easier, to enjoy the course and to learn together 

about the Middle East: 

Class Conduct: 
In order to help create a beneficial active learning environment in class, I would appreciate that 

we are conscientious and respectful of the others in class. Class conduct guidelines include, but 

are not limited to, the following: 

o Please arrive to class on time – I will begin promptly at 9:05 am 

o If you need to leave early, please let me know; and if you need to miss a class – please let me 

know in advance 

o Please no cell phone use in class and Please no laptop use in class 

o Class attendance and active participation to foster discussion are mandatory and will contribute 

greatly to your grade – it will be (as mentioned above) 20% of your grade. I am very interested in 

your opinions and especially after you have completed the readings. 

o Please listen to each other as allies, attentively and without judgment to others’ opinions in 

class. 

o I expect assignments to be turned in on time please. An assignment that is turned in late will 

receive a deduction of a letter grade per day until it is turned in. o If you miss a class session 
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(with permission) I will be glad to make arrangements for you to make-up the reading quiz that 

you missed. If you did not inform me in advance that you will miss class – you will not be able 

to make up the reading quiz or test. 

VT University Honor Code: 
Although collaboration and communication are essential elements of the seminar environment, 

students are expected to individually complete all assignments. The Honor Code will be strictly 

enforced in this course. All assignments submitted shall be considered graded work, unless 

otherwise noted. All aspects of your coursework are covered by the Honor System. Any 

suspected violations of the Honor Code will be promptly reported to the Honor System. 

According to the Constitution of the Virginia Tech Honor System "The fundamental beliefs 

underlying and reflected in the Honor Code are: (1) that trust in a person is a positive force in 

making that person worthy of trust, (2) that every student has the right to live in an academic 

environment that is free from the injustices caused by any form of intellectual dishonesty, and (3) 

that the honesty and integrity of all members of the university community contribute to its quest 

for Truth." (See http://www.honorsystem.vt.edu/). Each submission must include a cover page 

with the statement “I certify that I neither gave nor received unauthorized aid on this 

assignment” and the student’s signature. 

Students with Disabilities: 

VT abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1990, which mandate reasonable accommodations be provided for students with 

documented disabilities. If you have a registered disability and may require some type of 

instructional and/or examination accommodations, please contact me early in the semester so 

that I can provide or facilitate provision of accommodations you may need. If you have not 

already done so, you will need to register with the Services for Students with Disabilities office 

(http://www.ssd.vt.edu/). 

250 S. Main Street, Suite 300 

Mail Code (0185) 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 

(540) 231-0858 Voice 

(540) 231-0853 TTY 

(540) 231-0848 FAX 

E-mail: ssd@vt.edu 

Virginia Tech’s Principles of Community -- Virginia Tech is a public land-grant university, 

committed to teaching and learning, research, and outreach to the Commonwealth of Virginia, 

the nation, and the world community.  Learning from the experiences that shape Virginia Tech as 

an institution, we acknowledge those aspects of our legacy that reflected bias and exclusion. 

Therefore, we adopt and practice the following principles as fundamental to our on-going efforts 

to increase access and inclusion and to create a community that nurtures learning and growth for 

all of its members: 
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 We affirm the inherent dignity and value of every person and strive to maintain a climate 

for work and learning based on mutual respect and understanding. 

 We affirm the right of each person to express thoughts and opinions freely. We 

encourage open expression within a climate of civility, sensitivity, and mutual respect. 

 We affirm the value of human diversity because it enriches our lives and the University. 

We acknowledge and respect our differences while affirming our common humanity. 

 We reject all forms of prejudice and discrimination, including those based on age, color, 

disability, gender, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, 

and veteran status. We take individual and collective responsibility for helping to 

eliminate bias and discrimination and for increasing our own understanding of these 

issues through education, training, and interaction with others. 

 We pledge our collective commitment to these principles in the spirit of the Virginia 

Tech motto of Ut Prosim (That I May Serve).  (see 

http://www.vt.edu/diversity/principles-of-community.html) 

  

Schedule of Topics to be discussed and Reading Assignments 
[Please note: this schedule is a guide and is subject to change based on our discussion and 

learning needs] 

1. Wednesday, 18th January – First Day of Class 

Welcome, introductions, review of class policies, review of syllabus, review of readings, 

expectations, goals & objectives, homework, tests and grades. 

Reading assignment due for Friday, 20th January & Monday, 23rd January: Understanding 

Arabs, A Guide for Modern Times by Margaret K. Nydell, The Arab Countries: Similarities and 

Differences, pages 147-190 

2. Friday, 20th January & Monday, 23rd January 

Part One: Historical Overview 

Introduction – the Middle East and International Relations and studying the International 

Relations of the Middle East 

Reading Assignment due for Wednesday, 25th January: 

Louise Fawcett textbook: Please read Chapter 1: page 21-43 

Margaret K. Nydell, Understanding Arabs, A Guide for Modern Times, Introduction: Patterns of 

Change and Beliefs and Values, pages 1-16 

3. Wednesday, 25th January – Introduction & Chapter One (Fawcett) 

Continued discussion – Introduction the Middle East and International Relations and studying 

the International Relations of the Middle East 

Begin discussion of Chapter One – The Emergence of the Middle East into the Modern State 

System (Fawcett) 

4. Friday, 27th January 

Reading Quiz on Chapter One in Fawcett and Nydell: pages 1-16 

The Emergence of the Middle East into the Modern State System: Introduction: The Arab Entry 

http://www.vt.edu/diversity/principles-of-community.html
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to International Relations; Ottoman Diplomacy; An Ottoman Legacy of Statehood; and Wartime 

Plans for the Partition of the Middle East 

Reading Assignment due for Wednesday, 1st February: Fawcett, please read Chapter 2: page 44-

60 

5. Monday, 30th January: Continue discussion of Chapter One (Fawcett) and readings in Nydell 

(pages 1-16) 

6. Wednesday, 1st February – Chapter Two (Fawcett) 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter Two 

The Cold War in the Middle East: introduction, the immediate origins of the cold war, oil in the 

Middle East, a clash of ideologies, and elements of a case study: Iraq, the Soviet Union, and the 

US, 1945-90 

Reading Assignment due for Friday, 3rd February: Fawcett, please read Chapter 3: page 61-78 

7. Friday, 3rd February – Chapter Two (continued) plus begin discussion of Chapter 3 

Reading quiz using notes on Chapter Three (Fawcett) 

Chapter Three: The Middle East since the Cold War: Still Insecure -- Introduction: contradictory 

patterns; Oil: A mixed blessing? Traditional (In) Security: more of the same; Globalization, 

Yawning Resource Gaps, and Newer Threats and Conflicts; and Religio-Politics: From 

Mobilization to International Spillover 

Reading Assignment for Wednesday, 8th February: Fawcett, Read Chapter 4: page 81-102 

The Saudi Labyrinth: Is there a political opening? By Amr Hamzawy, p.187, in Beyond the 

Façade 

8. Monday, 6th February – Test on Part One in Fawcett and readings in Nydell 

Test on key issues in Part One: Historical Overview and International Relations in MENA 

9. Wednesday, 8th February – Discuss themes in Chapter Four and article by Amr Hamzawy 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter Four and Hamzawy article 

Part Two: Themes in International Relations and International Political Economy 

Chapter Four: Oil and Political Economy in the International Relations of the Middle East: Oil 

and the Consolidation of the Middle Eastern State System; Oil and Domestic politics: The 

Rentier state paradigm; Oil and inter-Arab relations 

Reading Assignment for 10th February: Fawcett, Read Chapter 5: page 105-127 

10. Friday, 10th February – Chapter Five 

Chapter Five: The Clash of Globalizations in the Middle East: The Middle East as “Shatterbelt”; 

Middle Eastern perceptions of globalization; Trade policies; The problem of attracting private 

capital; Hypotheses about investors’ information needs; Increasing transparency and 

accountability; and the Issue of regime change 

11. Monday, 13th February – Discussion of Chapter Five (continued) 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter Five 

Reading Assignment due for 15th & 17th February: Fawcett, Read Chapter 6: page 129-147 

“Demilitarizing Algeria” by Hugh Roberts, page 137; Beyond the Façade, Political Reform in 
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the Arab World 

“The Ups and Downs of Political Reform in Egypt” by Michele Dunne and Amr Hamzawy, page 

17; Beyond the Façade, Political Reform in the Arab World 

“Lebanon: The Challenge of Reform in a Weak State” by Julia Choucair-Vizoso, page 115; 

Beyond the Façade, Political Reform in the Arab World 

12. Wednesday, 15th February – Discussion of Chapter 6 and readings in Beyond the Facade 

The Puzzle of Political Reform in the Middle East: explaining the democracy deficit; the political 

economy of the state; Muslims and the question of political reform; and three case studies: 

Algeria (FLN), Egypt (Hizb al Wasat) and Lebanon (Hizbullah) 

13. Friday, 17th February – Chapter 6 and readings in Beyond the Façade (Continued) 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter 6 and three articles in Beyond the Façade: Political 

Reform in the Arab World 

Reading Assignment due for Monday, 20th February: Fawcett, please read Chapter 7: page 148-

169 

14. Monday, 20th February – Discussion of Chapter 7 

Chapter 7: The Politics of Identity in Middle Eastern International Relations: The challenge of 

nation building; irredentism [Irredentism (from Italian irredento, "unredeemed") is any position 

advocating annexation of territories administered by another state on the grounds of common 

ethnicity or prior historical possession, actual or alleged. Some of these movements are also 

called pan-nationalist movements. It is a feature of identity politics and cultural and political 

geography. Because most borders have been moved and redrawn over time, a great many 

countries could theoretically present irredentist claims to their neighbors.] and inter-state 

conflict; identity and foreign policy; Inter-Arab politics amidst supra-state identity: the rise, 

decline and evolution of pan-Arabism 

15. Wednesday, 22nd February – Continued discussion of Chapter 7 (Fawcett) 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter Seven 

Prepare for test on Friday, 24th February on Part two: chapters 4 to 7 (Fawcett) and additional 

readings 

Reading Assignment for Wednesday, 29th February: 

Fawcett, Read Chapter 8: page 170-187 

Religion and Society, pages 81-90, Understanding Arabs, A Guide for Modern Times, by 

Margaret K. Nydell 

16. Friday, 24th February – 

Test on Part Two (Chapters 4-7) & additional readings in Beyond the Façade by Ottaway and 

Choucair-Vizoso 

17. Monday, 27th February: Review key points and discuss 1-3 chapters of The Media Relations 

Department of Hizbollah Wishes You a Happy Birthday: Unexpected Encounters in the 

Changing Middle East, by Neil MacFarquhar. [Two-page written summary essay of main points 

due today] 
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18. Wednesday, 29th February – Chapter Eight: Islam and International Relations in the Middle 

East: From Umma to Nation State 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter 8 (Fawcett) 

Reading Assignment due for next class please: Fawcett, Read Chapter 9: page 188-207 

Friday, 2nd March – NO CLASS  Happy Spring Break 

Saturday 3rd March Spring Break Begins 

Sunday, 11th March Spring Break Ends 

19. Monday, 12th March – Chapter Nine: Alliances, Cooperation, and Regionalism in the Middle 

East 

Welcome Back! Hope you had a restful & enjoyable Spring Break  

Alliances, Cooperation, and Regionalism in the Middle East: international relations theory and 

the case of the Middle East; regionalism and understanding the dynamics of cooperation; 

cooperation and regionalism: a review 

Reading Assignment for next class: Chapter 10 – War & Security in the Middle East (Fawcett) 

20. Wednesday, 14th March – Chapter Ten: War and Security in the Middle East (Fawcett) - 

Reading quiz (using notes) on Chapters 9 & 10 (Fawcett) 

21. Friday, 16th March – Chapter 10 (continued) 

Continue discussion of Chapter 10 main themes and Review of Part Two: Themes in 

International Relations and International Political Economy 

Monday, 19th March – Test on Part Two (Chapters 8-10) in Fawcett and additional readings 

22. Wednesday, 21st March – Review key points and discuss Chapters 4-6 in The Media 

Relations Department of Hizbollah Wishes You a Happy Birthday: Unexpected Encounters in 

the Changing Middle East, by Neil MacFarquhar [Two-page written summary essay of main 

points due today] 

23. Friday, 23rd March – Chapter Eleven (Fawcett): The Arab-Israeli Conflict 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter 11 (Fawcett) 

Part Three: Key Issues and Actors 

The Arab-Israeli Conflict: From the creation of Israel to the 1967 war; the 1967 war, Arab 

nationalist rivalries, and the re-emergence of the Palestinian factor; From the1967 war to the 

Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty; From Camp David to Oslo; and Revisionists Triumphant? The 

Bush II Administration and the peace process 

24. Monday, 26th March – Chapter Eleven (Fawcett) Continued Discussion 

Reading Assignment for Wednesday, 28th March: Fawcett, Read Chapter 12: page 254-271 

Additional reading: “Requiem for Palestinian Reform: clear lessons from a troubled record”, by 

Nathan Brown, page 93, Beyond the Façade, Political Reform in the Arab World 
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25. Wednesday, 28th March – 

Continue Part Three with Chapter 12 – The Rise and Fall of the Oslo Peace Process: the peace 

process; the Oslo Accord; Oslo II; and Camp David 

26. Friday, 30th March – Chapter Twelve (Continued) 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter 12 and Nathan Brown article in Beyond the Façade 

Chapter 12: The Rise and Fall of the Oslo Peace Process: the peace process; the Oslo Accord; 

Oslo II; and Camp David 

Reading Assignment for next class on 2nd April: Fawcett text book, please read Chapter 13: 

page 272-289 

“Kuwait: Politics in a Participatory Emirate”, by Paul Salem, page 211, Beyond the Façade, 

Political Reform in the Arab World 

27. Monday, 2nd April – Showing in class of Unoccupied Minds documentary film and 

discussion 

28. Wednesday, 4th April – Chapter 13 

Chapter 13: The International Politics of the Gulf: Regime security, political identity, and Iraqi 

war decisions; Regime security, regional balancing, and Saudi Arabian alliance decisions; and 

American policy in the Gulf 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter 13 

Prepare for Test on chapters 11, 12 & 13 (Fawcett) 

29. Friday, 6th April – 

Test on Part Three: Chapters 11, 12, and 13 and accompanying readings in Beyond the Facade 

Reading Assignment for Wednesday, 11th April: Fawcett, Read Chapter 14: page 290-307 

30. Monday, 9th April – Review key points and discuss chapters 7, 8 and 9 in The Media 

Relations Department of Hizbollah Wishes You a Happy Birthday: Unexpected Encounters in 

the Changing Middle East, by Neil MacFarquhar [Two-page written summary essay of main 

points due today] 

31. Wednesday, 11th April – Discussion of Chapter 14: The War for Regime Change in Iraq: the 

international system; the regional level; and the unit level 

Reading Quiz on Chapter 14 (using notes) 

Reading assignment due for Monday, 16th April: please read Chapter 15 (Fawcett): page 308-

330 and Nydell, Chapter 12 – Anti-Americanism, page 113-129 

32. Friday, 13th April – continued discussion of Chapter 14 and reading in Nydell 

33. Monday, 16th April – Chapter 15 (Fawcett) 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter 15 

Chapter 15: The United States in the Middle East: The roots of American involvement; new 

regional tensions and challenges; policy-making: structures and process; the new-conservative 

revolution 

Review of key points in Chapters 10-12 in The Media Relations Department of Hizbollah 
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Wishes You a Happy Birthday: Unexpected Encounters in the Changing Middle East, by Neil 

MacFarquhar. [Two-page written summary essay of main points due today] 

Reading Assignment due for next class: Fawcett text book - please read Chapter 16: page 331-

348 

34. Wednesday, 18th April - Chapter 16: Europe in the Middle East (Fawcett) 

Chapter 16: Europe in the Middle East – Phase I: The imperial carve-up and the State system; 

Phase II: Imperial retreat and Cold War rivalries; Phase III: The EU and the New Security 

Agenda; Regionalism and the European Neighborhood Policy; and Conflict mediation: Europe 

and the Middle Eastern Peace Process. 

Reading Quiz (using notes) on Chapter 16 

35. Friday, 20th April – Review of Part Three: Key Issues and Actors 

Review of key points in Chapters 13-14 in The Media Relations Department of Hizbollah 

Wishes You a Happy Birthday: Unexpected Encounters in the Changing Middle East, by Neil 

MacFarquhar. [Two-page written summary essay of main points due today] 

36. Monday, 23rd April – Open class for catch-up 

37. Wednesday, 25th April – Outside speaker expert TBA to come to class 

38. Friday, 27th April – Review for Final Exam 

39. Monday, 30th April – Review for Final Exam 

40. Wednesday, 2nd May – LAST Class for Spring Semester 2012 

41. Friday, 4th May – Exams begin and end on Wednesday, 9th May 

Exam Schedule 
Term: Spring Semester 2012 

Title: Exam Section: 09M 

Course: PSCI 4984 

Exam Date: Tuesday, May 08, 2012 

Begin Time: 7:45AM 

End Time: 9:45AM 

Place: McBryde 316 

Please check with your Instructor BEFORE the exam to make sure this date and time is correct. 

A student with conflicting examinations, or with more than two officially scheduled 

examinations in twenty-four hours may reschedule an examination with permission sought by the 

student from the student's college dean No later than 3 weeks prior to the start of Final 

Examinations and by arrangement with the appropriate instructor. No fee will be charged. 

Additional References: 
The Gulf 2000 Project: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/about.shtml 

Research sites list: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/reference.shtml#top 

This site was developed by the Gulf/2000 Project at the School of International and Public 

Affairs of Columbia University in New York City. It is designed to make available in a single 

location a wealth of information on the eight countries of the Persian Gulf region--Bahrain, Iran, 

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/about.shtml
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/reference.shtml#top
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Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. Click on a flag above to 

visit one of these countries. 

The Arab Reform Bulletin - http://carnegieendowment.org/arb/?lang=en 

The Arab Reform Bulletin is an online journal covering political, economic, and human rights 

developments in Arab countries as well as U.S. and European policy toward the region. 

Middle East Research and Information Project: MERIP http://www.merip.org/ 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) reports http://www.arab-hdr.org/ 

Arab Human Development Reports (AHDRs) engage institutions and citizens in the Arab 

countries in global concerns so as to build understanding and consensus around regional and 

national development priorities. They also identify disadvantaged groups of population and 

regions and suggest policies, strategies and opportunities for investment to benefit them. They 

target Arab decision-makers and opinion leaders in governments and civil societies. 

 

http://carnegieendowment.org/arb/?lang=en
http://www.merip.org/
http://www.arab-hdr.org/

