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Syllabus 

The syllabus will be adjusted to meet the Cadets' learning needs. 

Spring Semester 2012 – Modern Languages and Cultures (Arabic) 

Course: AR470-01: Modern Arabic Short Stories 

Instructor: Mrs. Heba F. El-Shazli, Visiting Professor 

Office: 421 Scott Shipp Hall 

Telephone: 464-7276 

E-mail: el-shazlihf10@vmi.edu 

Office Hours: 
T/Th 12:15 – 13:00 

Other times – please send me an e-mail and we can arrange a convenient time 

Course Description: 

Welcome! to the most wonderful world of Arabic literature and Arabic short stories.  We will get 

to peer into a window to experience the Arab World through some of their most prominent 

writers and thinkers.  We will read and learn together through these stories about the soul of the 

Arabs and their society, their culture and traditions.  Join me on this journey of discovery and 

better understanding! 

We will read in Arabic (with English translation provided) a sample of the best in modern Arabic 

short stories representing all areas of the Arab world from Morocco to Iraq and the Gulf 

including male and female authors in order to provide as complete a picture of the modern 

Arabic short story landscape as possible. Through these stories much will be discussed about the 

rich history, culture, language, norms, and traditions of the Middle East (Arabic-speaking) 

region. 

Course Objectives: 
By the end of this course – cadets will have a better understanding and appreciation of modern 

Arabic literature (short stories, prose and speeches) through the reading, discussion and study of 

a sample of the best of Modern Arabic literature and its authors. 

This will be demonstrated through the following: 

 Listening – demonstrate understanding of comprehensive discussions in-class of literary 

topics in Arabic 
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 Speaking – demonstrate understanding of short stories through oral presentation on 

several notable authors and their writings. Oral assignments and in-class discussions will 

focus on rapid acquisition of vocabulary and popular idioms learned in the text. Students 

will be challenged to communicate in classical Arabic. 

 Reading – read and connect ideas in prose and short stories read in this course 

 Writing – compose short summaries/reviews of the stories/excerpts read in this course 

and the authors. Writing assignments will serve as a reinforcement of the text and 

vocabulary. 

 Culture – produce deeper cultural and literary analyses via oral and written forms of 

presentation 

Books for this course: Main Textbook 
Modern Arabic Short Stories: A Bilingual Reader (Arabic Edition) [Paperback] 

Ronak Husni (Editor), Daniel L. Newman (Editor) 

• Paperback: 296 pages 

• Publisher: Saqi Books; Bilingual edition (June 1, 2008) 

• Language: Arabic 

• ISBN-10: 0863564364 ISBN-13: 978-0863564369 

Handouts: Biographical information on most of the authors (Arabic & English) 

Bibliography: not required (reference books used for preparation for this course and for your 

review/consultation): 

Salih J. Altoma, Modern Arabic Literature in Translation. Saqi Books, 2005. ISBN # 

0863565972 

“This guide to modern Arabic literature in English translation features not only a comprehensive 

bibliography but also chapters on fiction, drama, poetry, and autobiography, as well as a special 

chapter on Iraq's Arabic literature. By focusing on Nadjib Mahfouz, one of Arabic Literature's 

luminaries, and on poetry--a major, if not the major genre of the region—S. Altoma assesses the 

progress made towards a wider reception of Arabic writing throughout the western world.” 

Denys Johnson-Davies, Modern Arabic Short Stories, London, Oxford University Press, 1967. 

Denys Johnson-Davies, The Anchor Book of Modern Arabic Fiction [Paperback] 

Publication Date: October 17, 2006 

This dazzling anthology features the work of seventy-nine outstanding writers from all over the 

Arab-speaking world, from Morocco in the west to Iraq in the east, Syria in the north to Sudan in 

the south. 

Edited by Denys Johnson-Davies, called by Edward Said “the leading Arabic-to-English 

translator of our time,” this treasury of Arab voices is diverse in styles and concerns, but united 

by a common language. It spans the full history of modern Arabic literature, from its roots in 

western cultural influence at the end of the nineteenth century to the present-day flowering of 

Naguib Mahfouz’s literary sons and daughters. Among the Egyptian writers who laid the 

foundation for the Arabic literary renaissance are the great Tawfik al-Hakim; the short story 

pioneer Mahmoud Teymour; and Yusuf Idris, who embraced Egypt’s vibrant spoken vernacular. 

An excerpt from the Sudanese writer Tayeb Salih’s novel Season of Migration to the North, one 
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of the Arab world’s finest, appears alongside the Libyan writer Ibrahim al-Koni’s tales of the 

Tuaregs of North Africa, the Iraqi writer Mohamed Khudayir’s masterly story “Clocks Like 

Horses,” and the work of such women writers as Lebanon’s Hanan al-Shaykh and Morocco’s 

Leila Abouzeid. 

• ISBN-10: 1400079764 ISBN-13: 978-1400079766 

Paul Starkey, Modern Arabic Literature [Paperback] 

ISBN-10: 158901135X | ISBN-13: 978-1589011359 | Publication Date: August 25, 2006 

In this succinct introduction to modern Arabic literature of the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries, Paul Starkey traces its development from the medieval Arabic literary tradition -- 

beginning in the sixth-century with nomadic Bedouin poetry and the Qur'an -- through new 

literary forms adapted from Western imaginative literature. He explores the interaction between 

social, political, and cultural change in the Middle East and northern Africa and the development 

of a modern Arabic literary tradition. 

From the early nineteenth century through World War I, the Western genres of poetry, the novel, 

short story, and drama reached various parts of the Arabic-speaking world. Starkey discusses the 

resultant evolution of Arabic literature in separate sections on poetry, prose writing, and the 

theatre in Egypt, the Levant, Iraq, and northern Africa, from early contact through the emergence 

of women's literary voices in the 1960s to contemporary writers. 

Arabic terms are presented in transcription, and an extensive bibliography provides suggestions 

for further reading. Modern Arabic Literature is the perfect introduction for readers interested in 

the contemporary Middle East or in comparative, colonial, world, or modern literature. 

Richard Jacquemond and David Tresilian, Conscience of the nation: writers, state, and society 

in modern Egypt 

ISBN-10: 9774161017 | ISBN-13: 978-9774161018 | Publication Date: March 11, 2008 

Artfully combining social and literary history, this unique study explores the dual loyalties of 

contemporary Egyptian authors from the 1952 Revolution to the present day. Egypt's writers 

have long had an elevated idea of their social mission, considering themselves 'the conscience of 

the nation.' At the same time, modern Egyptian writers work under the liberal conception of the 

writer borrowed from the European model. As a result, each Egyptian writer treads the tightrope 

between authority and freedom, social commitment and artistic license, loyalty to the state and to 

personal expression, in an ongoing quest for an elusive literary ideal. With these fundamentals in 

mind, Conscience of the Nation examines Egyptian literary production over the past fifty years, 

surveying works by established writers, as well as those of dozens of other authors who are 

celebrated in Egypt but whose writings are largely unknown to the foreign reader. Novelists and 

poets, scriptwriters and playwrights, critics and journalists all have battled with and tried to 

resolve the tensions inherent in the conflicting forces of self and society. 

Roger Allen (Author), An Introduction to Arabic Literature [Hardcover] 

ISBN-10: 0521772303 | ISBN-13: 978-0521772303 | Publication Date: October 9, 2000 

Roger Allen provides a comprehensive introductory survey of literary texts in Arabic, from their 

unknown beginnings in the fifth century AD to the present day, and from Islam's sacred text, the 

Qur'an, to popular literature including The Arabian Nights and a wealth of poetry, narrative 
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prose, drama and criticism. With extensive quotations in English translation, a chronology and a 

guide to further reading, this revised and abridged version of Allen's acclaimed study, The 

Arabic Literary Heritage (CUP 1998), provides an invaluable student introduction to a major 

non-Western literary tradition. 

David Tresilian, A Brief Introduction to Modern Arabic Literature [Paperback] 

This short book offers a unique overview of modern Arabic literature, focusing on developments 

over the last fifty years and providing a guide to the literary landscape, indicating the major 

landmarks in the shape of authors, ideas, and debates.  This is the second of two titles published 

to launch a new series offering insight into Arabic advances in science and culture. Aimed at the 

general reader, the titles are illustrated and contain glossaries, indices, and suggestions for further 

reading. 

About the Author: David Tresilian has taught at Columbia University, the American University 

of Cairo, Cairo University and the University of Paris XIII. He has been at the American 

University of Paris since 1999. He has worked as a consultant for UNESCO and is editorial 

consultant to The Cairo Review of Books. 

• Paperback: 184 pages Publisher: Saqi Books (June 1, 2008) Language: English 

• ISBN-10: 0863564054 ISBN-13: 978-0863564055 

Professor Bassam K. Frangieh (Author), Anthology of Arabic Literature, Culture, and Thought 

from Pre-Islamic Times to the Present [Paperback] 

ISBN-10: 0300104936 | ISBN-13: 978-0300104936 | Publication Date: September 10, 2004 

This book—the first comprehensive reader of Arabic literature from pre-Islamic times to the 

present—is an essential work for advanced students of the Arabic language. Presenting seventy 

works by seventy authors, it includes: 

• pre-Islamic poetry and prose; 

• selections from the Qur’an; 

• the Prophet Muhammad’s last sermon; 

• the powerful writing of Ali Ibn Abi Talib, the fourth Islamic Caliph; 

• writings from the “Golden Age of the Arabs” (750-1258 A.D.) in philosophy, mysticism, prose, 

and poetry; 

• works from the neoclassical, modernist, and metaphorical schools; 

• literature of the Arabs in Andalus, Spain; 

• discussions of cultural, literary, critical, and political movements of the present day; 

• vocabulary lists, a list of idioms and notes, a set of questions about the text, and two glossaries. 

             -                           Memories in translation: a life between the lines of 

Arabic literature 2006, ISBN 9774249380, 139 p. 

Nobody has done more for modern Arabic literature in translation than Denys Johnson-Davies, 

described by the late Edward Said as "the leading Arabic-English translator of our time." With 

more than twenty-five volumes of translated Arabic novels, short stories, plays, and poetry to his 

name, and a career spanning some sixty years, he has brought the works of a host of writers from 

across the Arab world to an ever-widening English readership. His early English translations also 

triggered an interest in Arabic writing in other parts of the world too that has since led to a 
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burgeoning of publications in French, German, Italian, Spanish, and other languages. Here he 

tells the story of a life in translation, and gives intimate glimpses of many of the Arab writers 

who are becoming increasingly known in the west. In the 1940s, while teaching at Cairo 

University, he came to know such iconic figures as Yahya Hakki, Tewfik al-Hakim, Yusuf Idris, 

and of course Naguib Mahfouz. Later when he lived in Beirut, that other great literary center of 

the Arab world, he spent time with such poets as Tawfic Sayigh, Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, and 

Boland al-Haydari. He was already a close friend of Jabra Ibrahim Jabra from his college days at 

Cambridge, and later of another well-known Palestinian writer, Ghassan Kanafani. In the 1960s 

he started an influential Arabic literary magazine, Aswat, which published the leading avant-

garde writers of the time, and in 1967 he put together the first representative volume of short 

stories from the Arab world. Then he really put Arabic writing on the international literary map 

with the establishment of the Heinemann Arab Authors series. Since then he has continued to 

select and translate the best of Arabic fiction, most recently the classic novella by Yahya Hakki, 

The Lamp of Umm Hashim (AUC Press 2004). He has also translated three books of Islamic 

Hadith (with Ezzeddin Ibrahim) and other books of Islamic thought, and has written a large 

number of children’s books of Middle Eastern history and folktales. 

http://www.amazon.com/Memories-Translation-Between-Arabic-

Literature/dp/9774249380/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1325678262&sr=8-1 

Course administrative details: 
In-class participation = 30% which means that you speak at least two to three times during class 

period in response to questions or presenting an idea regarding the text. 

Reading reviews/summaries = 40% which means writing a 2-page max in Arabic (clearly hand-

written on college ruled-lined paper on every other line) of the reading the day we discuss it. You 

have to submit twelve (12) of these reading summaries throughout the semester. The reading 

summary will highlight the main points of the story, your comments and questions that you 

would like to ask the class. 

Oral presentation and Final Research Paper = 30% which means the last week of classes each 

cadet will present their final paper orally first and then in writing during the exam week. By the 

mid-term – please discuss with me the topic of your choice for the oral presentation and final 

paper and once approved – proceed.  The paper needs to be between 8 to 10 pages clearly written 

in Arabic. If you want to type it that is fine but I will also accept it handwritten. A draft will be 

due on April 12th in advance for review and comments. Topic is on one of the authors we are 

reading (your choice) but a different piece of writing or greater depth on one of our assigned 

stories in this course. 

Students with Disabilities: 
VMI abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990, which mandate reasonable accommodations be provided for cadets with 

documented disabilities. If you have a registered disability and may require some type of 

instructional and/or examination accommodations, please contact me early in the semester so 

that I can provide or facilitate provision of accommodations you may need. If you have not 

already done so, you will need to register with the Office of Disabilities Services, the designated 

http://www.amazon.com/Memories-Translation-Between-Arabic-Literature/dp/9774249380/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1325678262&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Memories-Translation-Between-Arabic-Literature/dp/9774249380/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1325678262&sr=8-1
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office on campus to provide services for cadets with disabilities. The office is located in Carroll 

Hall; room 215-A and you may call 540-464-7765 or stop by the office for more information. 

Attendance Policy: 
The following is VMI’s attendance policy: Academic excellence is best achieved through 

consistent class attendance. The maximum allowed percentage of class absences is 30%. No 

categories of absences (academic, athletic, guard, 3.0 cuts, etc.) will be exempt from that 

percentage. When a cadet reaches 20% absences, the instructor issues a written warning (Cadet 

Notification of Excessive Absences) and the cadet must sign a receipt that he/she is aware of the 

absences incurred. Upon reaching 30% absences the cadet is referred to the Dean for appropriate 

action (Administrative Report of Excessive Absences). Normally a cadet who exceeds the 30% 

absences will be required to withdraw from the course with a W or a WF. 

In case of an emergency: please call me, send me an e-mail or put a note under my office door – 

communication with me has to precede any absence. You will be responsible for all material 

missed and make-up of any course requirements will be permitted ONLY in the case of excused 

absences. Thank you! 

List of Readings: 
1. Izz al-Din al-Madani (Tunisia): The Tale of the lamp القنديل حكاية 

2. Muhammad al-Zafzaf (Morocco): The Sacred Tree 

3. Ibrahim al-Faqih (Libya): Excerpt from the Book of the Dead 

4. Najib Mahfouz (Egypt): Qismati and Nasibi 

5. Hanan al-Shaykh (Lebanon): Yasmine’s Picture 

6. Muhammad Shukri (Morocco): The Night and the Sea 

7. Layla al-Uthman (Kuwait): Night of Torment 

8. Yusuf Idris (Egypt): A Tray from Heaven 

9. Ghassan Kanafani (Palestine): Men in the Sun 

10. Amin Al-Rihani (Lebanon): On Brooklyn Bridge 

11. Salma Khadra Jayyusi (Palestine): Human Rights in Arab Thought 

12. Nawal Al-Sa’dawi (Egypt): A Woman at Point Zero 

13. Abdelrahman Munif (Saudi Arabia): Formless World 

14. Sayyid Qutb (Egypt): Americanized Islam 

15. Jamal Abd al-Nasser (Egypt): Nationalization of the Suez Canal 

Class Schedule, Assigned Reading and Homework: 
Thursday, 12th January – First Day of Class 

Welcome, introductions, review of VMI work for grade policy, review of syllabus, review of 

readings, expectations, goals & objectives, homework and Quizzes/research papers, and grades 

Please be prepared to discuss and answer short questions about the author and the short story: 

Mr. Izz al-Din al-Madani (Tunisia): The Tale of the Lamp 

1. Tuesday, 17th January 

Izz al-Din al-Madani (Tunisia): The Tale of the lamp 

2. Thursday, 19th January 

Izz al-Din al-Madani (Tunisia): The Tale of the lamp 

3. Tuesday, 24th January 
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Muhammad al-Zafzaf (Morocco): The Sacred Tree 

4. Thursday, 26th January 

Muhammad al-Zafzaf (Morocco): The Sacred Tree 

5. Tuesday, 31st January 

Ibrahim al-Faqih (Libya): Excerpt from the Book of the Dead 

6. Thursday, 2nd February 

Ibrahim al-Faqih (Libya): Excerpt from the Book of the Dead 

7. Tuesday, 7th February 

Najib Mahfouz (Egypt): Qismati and Nasibi 

8. Thursday, 9th February 

Najib Mahfouz (Egypt): Qismati and Nasibi 

9. Tuesday, 14th February (Happy Valentine’s Day) 

Hanan al-Shaykh (Lebanon): Yasmine’s Picture 

10. Thursday, 16th February 

Hanan al-Shaykh (Lebanon): Yasmine’s Picture 

11. Tuesday, 21st February 

Muhammad Shukri (Morocco): The Night and the Sea 

12. Thursday, 23rd February 

Muhammad Shukri (Morocco): The Night and the Sea 

13. Tuesday, 28th February 

Layla al-Uthman (Kuwait): Night of Torment 

14. Thursday, 1st March 

Layla al-Uthman (Kuwait): Night of Torment 

Tuesday, 6th March – No Class Today 

Thursday, 8th March – Professor out of town so cadets will meet and work on special project 

(TBA) during class time 

Spring Furlough March 9th to March 18th – No classes 

15. Tuesday, 20th March 

Yusuf Idris (Egypt): A Tray from Heaven 

16. Thursday, 22nd March 

Yusuf Idris (Egypt): A Tray from Heaven 

17. Tuesday, 27th March 

Ghassan Kanafani (Palestine): Men in the Sun 

18. Thursday, 29th March 

Amin Al-Rihani (Lebanon): On Brooklyn Bridge 

19. Tuesday, 3rd April 

Salma Khadra Jayyusi (Palestine): Human Rights in Arab Thought 

Nawal Al-Sa’dawi (Egypt): A Woman at Point Zero 

20. Thursday, 5th April —Happy Easter! 

Abdelrahman Munif (Saudi Arabia): Formless World 

21. Tuesday, 10th April 

Sayyid Qutb (Egypt): Americanized Islam 

22. Thursday, 12th April 

Jamal Abd al-Nasser (Egypt): Nationalization of the Suez Canal 

First Drafts of final papers are due today. 
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23. Tuesday, 17th April 

Begin Oral Presentations 

24. Thursday, 19th April 

Oral Presentations 

25. Tuesday, 24th April 

Oral Presentations 

26. Thursday, 26th April 

Oral Presentations 

27. Tuesday, 1st May (Happy May Day!) Last Day of Class 

Last of oral presentations and conclusion of course/wrap-up 

28. Thursday, 3rd May – Exam Week and Final research papers are due today. 

29. Friday, 11th May – Last day of Exams 

30. Tuesday, 15th May – Commissioning Ceremonies 

31. Wednesday, 16th May – GRADUATION!! 

VMI WORK FOR GRADE POLICY 
Development of the spirit as well as the skills of academic inquiry is central to the mission of 

VMI's Academic Program. As a community of scholars, posing questions and seeking answers, 

we invariably consult and build upon the ideas, discoveries, and products of others who have 

wrestled with related issues and problems before us. We are obligated ethically and in many 

instances legally to acknowledge the sources of all borrowed material that we use in our own 

work. This is the case whether we find that material in conventional resources, such as the library 

or cyberspace, or discover it in other places like conversations with our peers. 

Academic integrity requires the full and proper documentation of any material that is not original 

with us. It is therefore a matter of honor. To misrepresent someone else's words, ideas, images, 

data, or other intellectual property as one's own is stealing, lying, and cheating all at once. 

Because the offense of improper or incomplete documentation is so serious, and the 

consequences so potentially grave, the following policies regarding work for grade have been 

adopted as a guide to cadets and faculty in upholding the Honor Code under which all VMI 

cadets live: 

1. Cadets' responsibilities 
"Work for grade" is defined as any work presented to an instructor for a formal grade or 

undertaken in satisfaction of a requirement for successful completion of a course or degree 

requirement. All work submitted for grade is considered the cadet's own work. "Cadet's own 

work" means that he or she has composed the work from his or her general accumulation of 

knowledge and skill except as clearly and fully documented and that it has been composed 

especially for the current assignment. No work previously submitted in any course at VMI or 

elsewhere will be resubmitted or reformatted for submission in a current course without the 

specific approval of the instructor. 

In all work for grade, failure to distinguish between the cadet's own work and ideas and the work 

and ideas of others is known as plagiarism. Proper documentation clearly and fully identifies the 
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sources of all borrowed ideas, quotations, or other assistance. The cadet is referred to the VMI-

authorized handbook for rules concerning quotations, paraphrases, and documentation. 

In all written work for grade, the cadet must include the words "HELP RECEIVED" 

conspicuously on the document, and he or she must then do one of two things: (1) state "none," 

meaning that no help was received except as documented in the work; or (2) explain in detail the 

nature of the help received. In oral work for grade, the cadet must make the same declaration 

before beginning the presentation. Admission of help received may result in a lower grade but 

will not result in prosecution for an honor violation. 

Cadets are prohibited from discussing the contents of a quiz/exam until it is returned to them or 

final course grades are posted. This enjoinder does not imply that any inadvertent expression or 

behavior that might indicate one's feeling about the Quiz should be considered a breach of honor. 

The real issue is whether cadets received information, not available to everyone else in the class, 

which would give them an unfair advantage. If a cadet inadvertently gives or receives 

information, the incident must be reported to the professor and the Honor Court. 

Each cadet bears the responsibility for familiarizing himself or herself thoroughly with the 

policies stated in this section, with any supplementary statement regarding work for grade 

expressed by the academic department in which he or she is taking a course, and with any special 

conditions provided in writing by the professor for a given assignment. If there is any doubt or 

uncertainty about the correct interpretation of a policy, the cadet should consult the instructor of 

the course. There should be no confusion, however, on the basic principle that it is never 

acceptable to submit someone else's work, written or otherwise, formally graded or not, as one's 

own. 

The violation by a cadet of any of these policies will, if he or she is found guilty by the Honor 

Court, result in his or her being dismissed from VMI. Neither ignorance nor professed confusion 

about the correct interpretation of these policies is an excuse. 

2. Faculty members' responsibilities 
Each academic department will publish an official statement of supplementary departmental 

policies regarding work for grade, titled "Departmental Statement Concerning VMI's Policies 

Regarding Work for Grade." Each departmental statement will include explicit policies on the 

following: (a) tutoring* [e.g., Writing Center, Academic Center, athletic tutors, private tutors], 

(b) peer collaboration*, and (c) computer aids, including calculators, translators, spelling, style, 

and grammar checkers. Individual course assignments that deviate from the departmental work 

for grade policies must be approved by the department head in advance and must be explained to 

cadets in writing. 

No departmental or individual assignment policies may contradict or compromise the 

Institutional principles expressed in the Academic Regulations, particularly notions of academic 

integrity and the requirement to document borrowed material and help received. Each 

departmental statement must be approved by the Deputy Superintendent for Academics and 

Dean of the Faculty following review by the Academic Policy Committee of the Academic 

Board. A copy of the document must be filed with the Superintendent, the Deputy 
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Superintendent for Academics and Dean of the Faculty, and the Superintendent's Representative 

to the Honor Court. Such a statement must be signed by the department head and must be posted 

in each classroom used by the department. 

As an essential part of the duty of teaching and a matter of professional citizenship, faculty is 

expected to adhere to established work for grade policies and to communicate clearly and 

regularly with their cadets about the values and practices of academic honesty and integrity. 

Each faculty member must therefore include work for grade policies in a syllabus for every 

course he or she teaches. Each syllabus must include an exact transcription of the section titled 

"Cadets' Responsibilities" from "Work for Grade Policies" in the VMI Academic Regulations 

and a full statement of the established departmental policies regarding work for grade, plus any 

approved course-specific policies. 

Furthermore, all faculty members are responsible for discussing with all of their students the 

details, definitions, and implications of (1) the entire section of the Academic Regulations 

entitled "Work for Grade Policies"; (2) the relevant sections on quotations, paraphrasing, and 

documentation in the current VMI-authorized handbook; and (3) the departmental and any 

approved course-specific policies regarding Work for Grade. This discussion must take place 

before any work is submitted for grade, and it should be treated with the gravity and level of 

detail that it merits. 

Faculty must also review the Institute policy regarding the discussion of quizzes and exams with 

their classes. Specifically, faculty must remind cadets that they are prohibited from discussing 

the contents of a quiz/exam with anyone except the professor until it is returned to them or final 

course grades are posted. 

If a member of the faculty believes that a cadet has violated one or more of VMI's, the 

department's, or the instructor's work for grade policies, he or she should report the evidence to 

the head of the department. The department head will decide whether the collected evidence 

justifies referral to the Deputy Superintendent for Academics and Dean of the Faculty. If the 

department head decides that the evidence does not justify referral, then he or she will conclude 

the investigation. Otherwise, the department head will submit a written report to the Deputy 

Superintendent for Academics and Dean of the Faculty. The report must contain both a 

recommendation for action and all relevant documents, including a statement signed by the 

faculty member who reported the violation. The instructor will assign a grade of "I" following a 

formal charge of an Honor Court academic violation in his or her course until the issue is 

resolved. 

* Departmental policies must include a statement on whether tutors and peers may offer cadets 

critical comments on their papers. Offering critical comments means giving general advice on 

such matters as organization, thesis development, support for assertions, and patterns of errors. It 

does not include proofreading or editing. 

Proofreading means correcting errors (e.g., in spelling, grammar, punctuation). It is the last step 

taken by the writer in the editing process. In addition to the corrections made in proofreading, 

editing includes making such changes as the addition, deletion, or reordering of paragraphs, 

sentences, phrases, or words. A cadet may not have his or her work proofread or edited by 
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someone other than the instructor. [Instructors may grant exceptions to this rule only if they have 

received written permission from the department head for a particular assignment.] 

Policies of the Department of Modern Languages and Cultures concerning Work for 

Grade: 
The policies of the Department of Modern Languages and Cultures concerning “Work for 

Grade” conform to the Institute policy as stated in the Academic Regulations. It is restated here 

for the information of all cadets and faculty concerned. 

Policy Concerning “Help Received” Statement: In all written work for grade, the cadet must 

include the words "HELP RECEIVED" conspicuously on the document, and he or she must then 

do one of two things: (1) state "none," meaning that no help was received except as documented 

in the work; or (2) explain in detail the nature of the help received. In oral work for grade, the 

cadet must make the same declaration before beginning the presentation. Admission of help 

received may result in a lower grade but will not result in prosecution for an honor violation. 

Policy Concerning the Use of Tutors: A professor may have narrower parameters than those 

stated above. In order to minimize problems and confusion, the Department of Modern 

Languages and Cultures expects every cadet enrolled in its classes to ALWAYS seek the 

authorization and follow the instructions given by his or her individual professor BEFORE 

SEEKING TUTORIAL HELP (Academic Center tutor, Athletic (NCAA) tutor, privately 

contracted tutor, native speaker—in short, anyone who serves in a tutorial capacity). All tutorial 

help MUST be limited to helping the cadet by offering critical comments. Critical comments 

must be limited to giving general advice on such matters as organization, thesis development, 

support for assertions, and patterns of errors: i.e., all help from a tutor must be limited to 

identifying errors rather than to correcting errors. Tutorial help may not include proofreading or 

editing. 

Policy Concerning Peer Collaboration: When a fellow cadet acts in a tutorial capacity, the same 

guidelines apply as do those for tutors as outlined above. In group projects “help received” needs 

to be explained only in those instances where the group seeks outside help. 

Policy Concerning the Appropriate Use of Electronic Technology: In an age of rapidly 

expanding technologies, the student of modern languages and cultures may need guidance from 

his or her professor in the appropriate use of electronic devices. Therefore, in any work for grade 

context, the Department of Modern Languages and cultures designates as UNAUTHORIZED the 

use of hand-held computers, electronic translators, internet translation sites, and any service, fee 

or non-fee, electronic or otherwise that substitutes for the cadet’s own efforts in the completion 

of assigned work for grade. The student MUST ALWAYS CONSULT with the course instructor 

regarding authorized uses of such media and services. 

 


