
Welcome to my final exam. For writer’s convenience, I have color coded the entire essay. Enjoy! 

How should a professor evaluate student performance and accomplishment in this course 

of study? 

To answer this to the best of my ability, I am going to do a little bit of a review of the class to 

start, so hang in there with me for a few minutes, okay? 

"In a culture like ours, long accustomed to splitting and dividing all things as a means of 

control, it is sometimes a bit of a shock to be reminded that, in operational and practical 

fact, the medium is the message. Every message is, in one sense or another, a simulation of 

some idea  The machine, like the book and the painting and the symphony and the .

photograph is made in our image, and reflects it back again. We are drawn to this medium 

because we need it to understand the world and our place in it.  

You’re probably waiting for something impressive. What I’m trying to prime you for, 

though, is the realization that the impressive new tricks are all based upon lots of changes 

in the little things you do. Presumably man’s spirit should be elevated if he can better 

review his shady past and analyze more completely and objectively his present problems. 

However, many problems that can be thought through in advance are very difficult to 

think through in advance. How will we escape the labyrinth of deconstructed ideologies 

and self-reflected signs? 

All depends on your frame of mind. 

A general human motivation is god-given at the beginning and warped or destroyed by the 

educational process as we know it; thus we internalize at last that most fundamental of 

grownup goals: just to get through another day. I want you to notice first how hard it is for 

a person to realize how really unquestioning he is about the way he does things. Our 

cultural concept of education and knowledge is based upon the idea of building something 

up from the ground, from zero, and starting piece by piece to put things together, to 

construct edifices.  

This way of thinking is characterized by the conceit that all things may be planned in 

advance and then directly implemented according to the plan’s detailed specifications. And 

this all ignores a simple fact: all are arbitrary. 

 Instructional sequences aren’t needed at all if the people are motivated and the materials 

are clear and available. What are needed are new networks, readily available to the public 

and designed to spread equal opportunity for learning and teaching. 

 But to say that intellectual structures are built by the learner rather than taught by a 

teacher does not mean that they are built from nothing. They become players in their own 

game, makers of their own mysteries. The games demand skills that are complex and 

differentiated. And the real magic comes from the fact that this knowledge includes those 

elements one needs to become a formal thinker. 
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There is learning how to learn. 

The gestalt, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves." 

Having been part of the meta team, I may potentially have a bit of an advantage for this question, 

because most of my thoughts on my personal answer come from the work that I created for the 

meta project, above. I wasn't able to expand on it there, though, so in order to fully explain what 

I am getting at here, let's break it down and look at it together. 

 

First, let me outline some course goals that resonate with me a great deal: 

Two goals: Knowing and Making 

Take chances, make mistakes, get messy. 

Be on time and give our class meetings your full, ferocious attention. 

Be a great colleague. 

Virginia Tech's Honor Code and attendance policies are in effect for this course of study. 

 

Okay so the Virginia Tech Honor Code line may not really be one that resonates with me a great 

deal, as it is simply a convenient administrative convenience (although it’s important in most 

contexts, I know, just not so much needed for this class in my opinion.) Other than that, though, 

these goals outline the perfect explanation and evaluation requirements of the class. I’m aware 

that there are actual weights in the class, blogs, delicious, etc. I am opting to ignore them for the 

rest of this final.  

 

There are also many unspoken goals of the class which I find to be much more fun to explore. 

 

Anyways, back to the breakdown. Directly before beginning this final, Dr. C said something that 

led so perfectly into this that I must start it off with that: 

It's all potentially meaningful. 

Absolutely it is. If there is one thing from this class that I have picked up, it would be that exact 

line. But, I will get back to that later.  

Breakdown time.  

In a culture like ours, long accustomed to splitting and dividing all things as a means of 

control, it is sometimes a bit of a shock to be reminded that, in operational and practical 

fact, the medium is the message. 

Coming into this class, I had a sense of place for everything. Books go here, science goes here, 

English…over there. You see what I’m getting at. One of the initial unspoken goals of the class 

was to break down that barrier.  

No. Math and English go hand in hand, stop it. Take down that wall.  
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Okay, okay fine! It’s down! See, there. Oh, wait. That somehow makes…sense? 

In order to continue and make sense of the class, our walls had to slowly fall down. Or be blown 

up, you know, whatever works best.  

 

Every message is, in one sense or another, a simulation of some idea  The machine, like the .

book and the painting and the symphony and the photograph is made in our image, and 

reflects it back again. We are drawn to this medium because we need it to understand the 

world and our place in it.  

Right-o. That it is. Initially, the thought of learning about computers was a little scary.  

I don’t know computers. (Didn’t) I don’t know enough about them to understand their evolution! 

Much less its influence on us! 

 

(this is upsetting. Follow the link to actually see the real gif. 
http://media.tumblr.com/tumblr_m7c6dnPcgW1qfymwo.gif) 
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False. Yes you do.  

We have explored in great detail how people’s relationships and interaction levels have changed 

due to computers, how it has effectively changed our world. We have started to make 

connections that we never knew were possible. (Started is by far the most important word in that 

sentence.) 

You’re probably waiting for something impressive. What I’m trying to prime you for, 

though, is the realization that the impressive new tricks are all based upon lots of changes 

in the little things you do. Presumably man’s spirit should be elevated if he can better 

review his shady past and analyze more completely and objectively his present problems. 

However, many problems that can be thought through in advance are very difficult to 

think through in advance.  

This group fits too well to break up. Impressive? Yes, it is all impressive. I love this first line. 

The assumption is the impressive things must be big and instantly life-changing. What I have 

found through this class is it’s the small things that are the most impressive! Everything can be 

interrelated, which is where our modern day problems come in. How do we best go about 

justifying our shady pasts by analyzing our present when it’s so hard to think of? 

How in the world can so many things do so many things together?! I don’t have enough room in 

my head to hold all of this! There are so many connections, I can’t stop finding it and it’s so 

overwhelming to always be thinking about it! 

Meh, you’ll get used to it. Accept it. Embrace it. Love it. Connections are what makes life, well, 

life. This is a question that I don’t think there is a direct or one solution for. This is what we look 

at. These are the connections that we explore.  

How will we escape the labyrinth of deconstructed ideologies and self-reflected signs? All 

depends on your frame of mind. 

We work on our mindframes, not to be confused with timeframes of course. Or maybe they are? 

Anyways. This next step of the class’s unspoken goals is to further void us of common societal 

beliefs, in order to help us to find our own self-discovered opinions of the problems. In order to 

solve things, we must get around the web of “do what you’re told, what you know.” 

I don’t understand why that’s how it is. That just doesn’t make any sense. What if we tried to do 

it in this different way… 

And now we are making progress. Keep it coming, kid.  

A general human motivation is god-given at the beginning and warped or destroyed by the 

educational process as we know it; thus we internalize at last that most fundamental of 

grownup goals: just to get through another day. I want you to notice first how hard it is for 

a person to realize how really unquestioning he is about the way he does things.  
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And now we begin to get into some of the bulk. As we continue to break down imaginary walls, 

we find that lots of things need fixing up. Making connections between things has allowed us to 

find flaws or great insights to things that many may have missed. It regenerates our interests, our 

motivations for things that maybe wouldn’t have alone motivated us.  

Whoa. I didn’t expect that connection to be there. But wait, why not? It makes perfect sense, if 

you think about it…why have I never thought about this before now? 

Hah, yeah you’re surprised aren’t you?   

Our cultural concept of education and knowledge is based upon the idea of building 

something up from the ground, from zero, and starting piece by piece to put things 

together, to construct edifices. This way of thinking is characterized by the conceit that all 

things may be planned in advance and then directly implemented according to the plan’s 

detailed specifications.  

Curiosity is very stealthily being built up within us, perhaps without our knowledge, or maybe 

with it, either way, the class has begun to rebuild our werewolf-child curiosities. Yes, the class is 

creating children. This isn’t just talking about school, though, this is society. Society, I tell you.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=l61LjTwME7w 

That is probably the best commercial I have and will ever see, just saying. 

Yeah, yeah we know. Get back to the point. 

Right. Well, honestly, I still don’t understand why it is how it is. I’ve been thinking a lot about 

how school and society work and….. 

Ah, and there is it. Now we are getting somewhere.  

And this all ignores a simple fact: all are arbitrary. Instructional sequences aren’t needed 

at all if the people are motivated and the materials are clear and available. What are 

needed are new networks, readily available to the public and designed to spread equal 

opportunity for learning and teaching. 

Okay, fine. I am going to explain this in a different way. Trying to get the point across as 

effectively as I can. The equivalent for what is being requested is that we play all of our country 

songs backwards. Ahah! What a thought.  

People are terrified of that kind of change. They’re afraid of what would happen to those who 

aren’t intrinsically motivated, which is kind of silly in my opinion. Many of them are still holding 

on to the old method instead of just diving in and embracing it. That’s the only way the whole 

inverting thing would work. 
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Absolutely. I agree with you. Which is quite a perfect lead to the next quotes, that’s a bonus 

point right there.  

But to say that intellectual structures are built by the learner rather than taught by a 

teacher does not mean that they are built from nothing. They become players in their own 

game, makers of their own mysteries. The games demand skills that are complex and 

differentiated. And the real magic comes from the fact that this knowledge includes those 

elements one needs to become a formal thinker. 

This class has created intrinsically motivated learners. Or maybe it didn’t create us, but it 

certainly helped to unearth our full potential. This may not have been as easily possible as it has 

been with the guiding light of this class.  

Exactly. I make connections between everything now. Okay, maybe not everything, but the 

“design space” (credits to ENGE1114) in my mind has expanded greatly. It can actually be a 

hassle sometimes; when I’m trying to complete assignments, I realize that I try to bring in work 

from other classes, which is not completely accepted by school standards as of yet. Although… 

 

That would certainly be a great goal at some point though.  

There is learning how to learn. The gestalt, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in 

ourselves. 

Intrinsically motivated. That’s everyone. Everyone can do it. Everyone is capable of being 

curious, because we all are. The wholeness that we feel doesn’t come from a predetermined 

destiny; it comes from our own drive and passion.  

There’s the breakdown.  

I promise I am going somewhere towards the prompt with that, I really am. 

Having gone through this semester’s rollercoaster ride, I think that I am more prepared to 

analyze the class goals. (And let me just tell you, they were so vague and scary at the beginning 

of the semester. So terrifying.) 
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Two goals: Knowing and Making 

Take chances, make mistakes, get messy. 

Be on time and give our class meetings your full, ferocious attention. 

Be a great colleague. 

I just went ahead and took out the honor code thing because it’s not exactly important to this 

class.  

I want to address the last two first, gotta keep it interesting. Be on time and give our class 

meetings your full, ferocious attention. Be a great colleague. 

Yes. Super duper important. In order to be intrinsically motivated, one has to have the drive to 

want others to grow with them. Hence the colleague bit too. Fits perfectly into that goal. 

Knowing and Making. Take chances, make mistakes, get messy. This refers to what I call our 

deep dives. They occurred through dramatic readings, gifs, web-conversations (twitter and 

blogging) and bantering conversations that ran well over their required time in class.  

 

Accomplishment is damn near impossible to evaluate based on percentages. Percentages are a 

way that we can communicate to others how well we accomplished something. Well, that seems 

silly, because although we may both receive 95%’s, I may have learned something so life-

changing that I am forever altered, while the other may be cruising through. How does one 

communicate that by percentage? 

 

But still, it must be done. But. If it must be done, it must be done objectively and personally. 

 

How to evaluate student performance… 

 

 
(http://25.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_lsszibtXb11qk54kdo1_500.gif) 

 

Perhaps one should start  with that roller coaster ride. Each phase shaped us, most certainly in 

different ways, but shaping none-the-less. More than anything, this course’s unspoken goals 



aimed to shape us into thinkers, into those unbounded by the tracks and be able to analyze more 

completely and objectively our present problems.  

 

The class was on computers, their evolution in conjunction with society’s, their co-evolution. 

Yes, we all learned a great deal about the visionaries of the field, those who struggled to tell the 

world the amazing things they thought. We learned to critique and embrace their ideas, and to 

learn from them. We all listened to each other’s opinions, discussed idea differences, came to 

conclusions. We got messy, we helped each other get messy. We were participants in our 

learning.  

 

The course, on the other hand, was learning how to learn. We were the captains of our own 

academic ships, if only for one course. We learned to break down the imaginary restraints. We 

worked together to find connections between the bizarre. We found ourselves finding interest in 

things that we may not have ever discovered. We were excited learners. For that, there is no 

substitute. 

 

 

So, when asking how to evaluate student performance, I come to a single conclusion. The true 

test to evaluate our performance and accomplishment of the class is that of the course. Did we 

grow? Did we jump on the Gardner Campbell train for the semester and immerse ourselves to the 

fullest?  

 

If one applies the requirements of the class to the course, I think that they’d find an simple way 

to see how we’ve done. It may be subjective, though, administrative convenience does not leave 

much room for “you are all growing effectively into the best learners you can be,” kind of 

grades. I’m simply giving strategies, the legwork and method you choose to go about this 

strategy is up to you.   

 

  



Thank you for reading. Now, I would like to give credit where it is due. Each of the colors of this 

essay represents a voice. Below, is the cast list: 

 

Brooke (current, static) 

 

Brooke (dynamic from beginning of semester to now) 

 

Dr. Campbell 

 

McLuhan: pg 203 of the New Media Reader 

 

Kay: pg 392 of the New Media Reader 

 

Murray: pg 11 of the New Media Reader 

 

Englebart: pg 103 of the New Media Reader 

 

Bush: pg 47 of the New Media Reader 

 

Licklider: pg 75 of the New Media Reader 

 

McCloud: pg 734 of the New Media Reader 

 

Nelson: pg 307 and 308 of the New Media Reader 

 

Viola: pg 464 of the New Media Reader 

 

Morningstar and Farmer: pg 668 of the New Media Reader 

 

Illich: Chapter 6, Learning Webs 

 

Papert: pg 414 of the New Media Reader 

 

Turkle: pg 500 of the New Media Reader. 


