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WHEREAS, current doctoral students who have passed their preliminary examinations may 
need to remain enrolled full-time (at least nine credit hours) per semester; and 

WHEREAS, doctoral students who have passed their preliminary examinations are engaged 
primarily in research and enrolled in few or no graded courses; and 

WHEREAS, paying full-time tuition while being enrolled principally in Research and 
Dissertation credits can create a financial burden for the self-funded student; and 

WHEREAS, in other cases, having to pay full-time tuition for a doctoral candidate consumes 
precious funds (external grant funding, fellowships and other funding) that could otherwise be 
available for alternative purposes; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a new status to be termed “Candidate Status” be 
created for Virginia Tech doctoral students who have been enrolled in their graduate program at 
Virginia Tech for at least two years and who have passed their preliminary examination in 
accordance with Graduate School policy; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the new Candidate Status will be considered full-time 
enrollment at Virginia Tech with a commitment to full time effort, but students in Candidate 
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Status will be charged a special tuition rate equivalent to three credit hours; and further that those 
students in Candidate Status will be permitted to enroll in up to three credits of graded 
coursework per semester in addition to Research and Dissertation credits. Candidate Status will 
be renewable annually for a period not to exceed three years, as long as the student is enrolled in 
a doctoral program at Virginia Tech and remains continually in good academic standing.  
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