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Project proposal: 

In my final project I will write a script for a stage play on plagiarism. This stage play will focus on following 

questions: 

a) Why plagiarism/cheating is unethical? 

b) How to identify and avoid plagiarism/cheating? 

c) What are the penalties associated with plagiarism/cheating? 

d) What are the roles of instructor who referred plagiarism/cheating case? 

e) What is Virginia tech’s constitution? 
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Synopsis: 

Synopsis for the stage play will be a medley of the causes for plagiarism, circumstances, intent and excuses 

surrounding academic and intellectual dishonesty. Stage play will center among Accused students #3 and #5, 

Professor, Facilitator, Chief Justice, Dean of Students. 

This stage play will discuss how Virginia tech’s honor code system works. There will be accused (students) 

and a referrer (instructor). This play will outline the circumstances and intent of accused and follow the 

procedure of honor code committee. I will describe various scene which will go through facilitated discussion/ 

judicial panel. 
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Scene-1: First day of class (course: XYZ) 

(Students are seating in the class and setting up their laptops..) 

(Class starts..) 

 

INSTRUCTOR: 

(Instructor is teaching and discussing course syllabus in the 

first day of class..) 

In this course we will have three exams including one final take-home 

exam. In the scholar I have updated daily schedule and first homework 

set. It will be due in the next week. 

We will have one homework every week, which will be due on Friday of 

every week. You are allowed to work in a group. Please note that I 

will strictly follow Virginia Tech's Honor code system. 

(Instructor vaguely discussed about Honor code...) 

Please contact me in my office if you want to discuss more about 

course syllabus or honor code. 

I have updated my office hours on the syllabus too 

(looking at the time..) 

It's almost time. Do you have any questions for me?  

(students look at each other..one of the student raised hand) 

INSTRUCTOR: 

Yes Please, Go ahead. 

 

STUDENT-1: 

What is the late assignment submission policy? 

 

INSTRUCTOR: 
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I will deduce 10% of marks every day for late submission. I have 

mentioned about it in the syllabus. Please go through it before next 

class. 

Any other questions for me? 

(silence in class)... 

(Instructor glanced everybody..) 

Alright everybody, I will see you in next class. Have a great week.  

{instructor left the class room) 

{students exchanged contact information and said good bye to each 

other} 
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Scene-2: Group discussion on ASSIGNMENT in library 

Students:#1-5 are seating in library and discussing homework's 

questions.   

STUDENT:1 

I can't believe that homework 4 is so long. I have other assignments 

to finish up. I will take forever if I did it alone. 

(all laugh..) 

STUDENT:2 

Yes, in the starting of course I thought this course will be an easy 

‘A’ grade course. Now I feel that we need to work hard to get an 'A'.  

STUDENT:3  

That's true. Prof. expects us to revise all the prerequisite for this 

course.   

STUDENT:4  

I think this homework is useless. We will never use it as engineer. 

We can just use online software to perform this complex calculations. 

STUDENT:5  

Guys, I need help. I have one midterm tomorrow. If I worked on this 

homework, I won't be able to prepare for tomorrow. Do you guys mind 

to send me solution for just this question? 

STUDENT:#1-4 

Humm..!Alright. 

STUDENT:5 

Thanks guys. I really appreciate it.(After sometime they all left...) 
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SCENE-3: Personal circumstances of student led to 

honor code violation 

(It is already next day and student-5 started panicking..)  

STUDENT-5: 

OMG! I have a lot of work to do..and I didn't finish my assignment 

for course XXX. It is due in few hours. And I have exam in the 

afternoon. Nobody send me assignment question till now. It has 10% 

weight to final grade. 

(Student-5 calls student-4..)  

Damn!! he didn't pick up my call. 

(Disappointed Student-5 calls student-3..) 

Hi, Brother can you send me your solution for that complex solution?  

(Student-3 sent solution in a minute...) 

(Student-5 is still on the phone..) 

Thanks bro, I received it now. 

(Student-5 is trying to understand the solution..) 

OMG! I have no clue what he did. What should I do? (In nervous voice..) 

(He tried to manipulate the number and notations for his submission. 

He almost copied all the text from student-3 solution, without 

realizing that it is honor code violation. ) 
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SCENE-4: Honor code violation and notice for 

Facilitated discussion 

(Student-5 and Student-3 received an email from Chief Justice 

after 2 weeks of submission for cheating in homework. They have 

two options for further process: facilitated discussion or 

judicial panel)  

(Facilitated Discussion is a discussion among accused students 

and referrer and facilitator to decide penalty for the honor code 

violation) 

More info: http://blogs.lt.vt.edu/ishan/?p=47 

 (Accused students and referrer accepts the facilitated 

discussion)  

(During the discussion, facilitator summarize the case and 

request accused students to describe why they committed this 

violation) 

Referrer: In this class, I strictly follow honor code system and 

I discussed about in my first class. These two students are found 

with almost same homework and then I run these two pdf in the 

software to find common % in these two homework. I found more 

than 80% of text is common with same type of mistakes. After that 

I reported this to GHS for further evaluation. 

Student-3: My classmate (student-5) asked me to help in homework 

and I send a PDF copy of my assignment to him. As Pdf isn’t 

supposed to be copied, I am not guilty for violation of honor 

code. I just meant help. I have no idea that student-5 will copy 

my work and report it. 

Student-5: I am guilty of cheating in this homework. I had a 

really hectic schedule and I was unable to understand this 

homework. I tried to understand it by myself but couldn’t and I 

copied some of my class mate information/text. 

http://blogs.lt.vt.edu/ishan/?p=47
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My TAs weren’t helpful. I felt ashamed of asking any help from 

the instructor as he expect us to be above average, and frankly, 

I am afraid of talking to him because of his strict nature. 

I am really sorry. I have no idea that this will lead me to this 

shameful situation.  

Facilitator: Alright, after hearing the case and intent from 

accused, I will opportunity to referrer to discuss penalties.  

Referrer: I believe pdf is not supposed to be copied. But by 

sharing the assignments, he helped other to cheat. Hence, both 

should be guilty. But, I will be okay with minimum possible 

penalties.  

Facilitator: By hearing the case, I found that both the accused 

students are guilty of cheating.  

Facilitator asked student-3 and student-5 that they want to 

accept the guilt or no- guilt. They also have rights to deny with 

facilitated discussion and in that situation case will be 

forwarded to judicial panel. 

**(Student-3 and student-5 accept the guilt) 

Facilitator: Both the accused students are found guilty. 

According to GHS constitution (Article IV, Section 1) minimum 

mandatory penalties will be:  

(Refer: http://ghs.graduateschool.vt.edu/constitution) 

“A) The accused shall not be suspended from the University, but 

shall be placed on Graduate Honor System Probation until 

graduation or termination of enrollment. The sentence of 

Probation is a warning and is intended to serve as a deterrent 

against future misconduct. In the event of any other University 

or Graduate Honor Code violation, the appropriate parties shall 

be notified of the previous history of the accused. In the event 

of resignation and re-enrollment within a period of one (1) year, 

http://ghs.graduateschool.vt.edu/constitution
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the accused shall be reinstated on Graduate Honor System 

Probation (penalty 1, part a only) subsequent to re-enrollment.  

 B) The accused shall also automatically receive a zero on the 

assignment on which the violation occurred. In cases other than 

those involving course work (or other similar work where a zero 

is applicable), action shall be taken to negate any advantages 

obtained by the violation.”(1) 

Apart from these two penalties, I would recommend a discussion 

with Dean and chief justice to avoid any future violations.  

Accused and Referrer: Agreed. 

 

** If any of the student and referrer deny with the decision, 

then the case will be forwarded to judicial panel to decide the 

penalties. 
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SCENE-5: Discussion with Dean and Chief Justice 

Chief Justice summarize the case in-front of dean and accused 

students. 

Dean: Tell me what do u learn from this case/incident? 

Student-5: I am really ashamed of this situation. I learnt to 

respect rules and honor code. I understood more about cheating 

and plagiarism cases. I went through the GHS constitution.  

I also learnt that only my doings can affect me and my career.  

Dean: All of these are good lesson. I would like to tell you more 

about cheating and way to avoid it. 

“Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of any 

unauthorized aid, assistance, or unfair advantage in any 

form of academic work. Cheating applies to the products of 

all forms of academic work. These products include, but are 

not limited to, in-class tests, take-home tests, lab 

assignments, problem sets, term papers, research projects, 

theses, dissertations, preliminary and qualifying 

examinations given for the fulfillment of graduate degrees, 

or any other work assigned by an instructor or professor, 

graduate committee, or department that pertains to graduate 

work or degrees. (1)” 

(Refer: http://ghs.graduateschool.vt.edu/constitution) 

 

Student: It means use of previous year exam paper and ‘Koofers’ 

without instructor permission are also called cheating. 

Chief Justice: Exactly. To avoid cheating, one should contact 

instructor/ TAs to understand more. It is all about providing 

your own inputs to score good grades in school. You should always 

http://ghs.graduateschool.vt.edu/constitution
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remember that you can only excel by providing your own work in 

this world.  

Student-5: I understood it now. Thank you for advice. 

Dean: Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions 

about constitution.  

 

Note 1: This script is based on Cheating and facilitated 

discussion. One can modify certain events to take this case to 

judicial panel.  

One can also write similar script for plagiarism. 

More info: http://blogs.lt.vt.edu/ishan/?p=44 

Note 2: Participation of audience can be included in Judicial 

panel team. Judicial panel is consist of few students (I think 

3-4 students). 

 

 

 

Reference: 1) http://ghs.graduateschool.vt.edu/constitution 
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