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Growing up in a restricted society, different cultures, and places have piqued my interest. Not that
I don't appreciate my heritage, but the period in which I grew up was challenging. After a decade, the
difficult experiences I encountered are no longer present, and I am grateful for that. Following the
completion of my high school diploma, I realized that the knowledge and experience that I had acquired
were barely the beginning of all that needed to be understood in order for me to both study and work as I
wish. As a result, I decided to study abroad and broaden my understanding of different cultures and
myself. As an international student and Arab in the United States and academia, my commitment to
diversity, equity, and inclusion grew as a result of my graduate courses and the teaching and learning (or
higher education) environment. I came to the United States back in 2012 to get the best education I could.
During my first years here, I learned English in order to overcome the language barrier and attend college.
I went on to get a B.S. in Industrial Engineering and a Master's degree in the same field. I then tutored
students from diverse backgrounds in subjects such as engineering graphics, quality, and entry-level math.
During my ESL program, I also assisted my fellow foreign students with writing approaches. I also made
explanations in Arabic, my own tongue, to assist my fellow Arabs in bettering their writing.

Being abroad in The United States allows me to interact with people of all genders, backgrounds,
religions, and races while meeting, working, and studying with them. Furthermore, my commitment to
diversity, equity, and inclusion grew as a result of my graduate courses and my encounters in a teaching
and learning environment that promotes these principles and values. My knowledge of the relevance of
varied societies has grown as a result of encounters with new values, cultures, languages, and identities.
As a consequence, I was able to form my academic character and overcome the obstacles and limitations
that came with me being different. Challenges and roadblocks in terms of values, cultures, languages,
ethics, and religion, for example. During my baccalaureate studies, some students made some anti-Arab
jokes and mocked my accent. It did not feel good, so I tried to keep my cool and not be affected by the
jokes. These difficulties formed me into the person I am today and not only inspired me but also
motivated me to pursue my Doctorate degree. In my educational path, I learned how to deal with
unfavorable events, and I want to become someone who can assist and aid other students from diverse
backgrounds in having a better college experience.

I believe that the majority of the time, both teaching and learning are dependent on both the
instructor and the students. The teacher should uphold dignity, trustworthiness, and fairness as essential
principles along with good teaching qualities. I began with dignity because instructors must treat all
students as humans regardless of their sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, or other characteristics.
Teachers are entrusted with the responsibility of conveying knowledge to future generations. As a result,
instructors must take responsibility for their students and the courses they teach and design. For my own
development in this area, I applied for the Future Professoriate Certificate and registered in multiple
courses that would help me broaden my understanding of pedagogy in order to become a successful
teacher, such as Future Professoriate, Contemporary Pedagogy, and College Teaching. I believe that
diversity, equity, and inclusion are critical as values and principles and have been overlooked in the past.
Especially in the US which is the home of a diverse population with a variety of ethnic backgrounds. We
should advocate for these principles and teach them to students in order to provide a safe and healthy
learning environment.


